
Kimberly Green  

Executive Director, National Association of State Directors of Career and Technical Education  

 

Charting a New Course:  Career Clusters, Programs of Study, and the National Perspective 

ñThe one thing that stands out to me is the importance of secondary and postsecondary collabora-

tion. Perkins structurally still keeps the systems separate.  If you think about the vision for Pro-

grams of Study and for CTE generally, the responsibility and demand for collaboration between 

secondary and postsecondary are very evident.ò  
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Programs of Study Summit  

  

Robert Sheets, Ph.D.   

Policy Advisor to Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity   

 

Connecting Programs of Study to STEM 

There are seven Federal Career Clusters linked to the grouping we refer to as STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering & Manufacturing).  Dr. Sheets will address how the priorities of Illinoisô 

Race to the Top interface with connecting Programs of Study to STEM. 

Debra D. Bragg, Ph.D.,   Director of Office of Community College Research & Leadership 

 

 Programs of Study:  Six Guiding Principles 

Debra D. Bragg is Director of the Forum on the Future of Public Education, a strategic initiative of 

the College of Education at Illinois. She is also responsible for coordinating the Higher Education 

and Community College Executive Leadership programs. Her research focuses on P-20 policy. 

PERKINS IV SIGNALS AN IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT FOR THE STATE, ENCOURAGING PARTNERSHIPS TO IMPLEMENT       

PROGRAMS OF STUDY.  AS ILLINOIS MOVES FORWARD, CONTINUED EFFORT NEEDS TO BE MADE TO FACILITATE  PLAN-

NING, ENGAGE AND EMPOWER STAKEHOLDERS, OFFER AND ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOP-

MENT, IDENTIFY AND DISSEMINATE PROMISING PRACTICES, AND PILOT OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT AND CONTINUOUS IM-

PROVEMENT.   

STAKEHOLDERS NEED TO PLAY A CENTRAL ROLE IN PROGRAMS OF STUDY, INCLUDING BUSINESS, INDUSTRY AND LA-

BOR PARTNERS, FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. 

Featured Speakers 

Mark Williams , Director, Career Development Division , Illinois State Board of Education  

And Rob Kerr , Director for Career & Technical Education, Illinois Community College 

Board 
Programs of Study Framework 

Illinois POS framework  offers students a context and purpose to their choice of courses, indicating 

concrete options and plans to link a studentôs future aspirations to present learning experiences. A 

Program of Study is a concrete and specific path of courses (core, CTE, other electives) and 

other learning experiences that a high school student enters that will allow him/her to investigate 

and prepare for a chosen career, moving from a general orientation through a career cluster to more 

specific knowledge and skills that a career area requires. This sequence of courses begins in high 

school and includes specific post-secondary and workplace learning available to the student. A Pro-

gram of Study describes both the pathways that are available to a student, as well as their own pro-

gress through the program. 

Connecting Systems, Students & Content 



 

What does it take to guide your or-

ganization through the transition to 

Programs of Study?  Come find out 

as an Illinois Superintendent  shares 

the challenges and successes of wad-

ing into a Programs of Study orienta-

tion.  Multiple stakeholders need to 

be addressed as student success is 

highlighted as the focal point of what 

education is about. 

Morning Breakout Sessions I  10:25 - 11:10 

  

How do we explain Programs of 

Study to our students.  Isnõt college-

for-all a simpler statement?  If you 

could use a solid approach to use 

with students on what Programs of 

Study are, and how they can take 

advantage of multiple entrance and 

exit points in education, this session 

is for you! 

 

 
Yes, we realize that Programs of Study 

make sense for our students.  Where 

do we start in making the transition?  

What practical tips will help us be 

successful?  If you are looking for a 

toolkit, come to this session  and get 

some practical guidance from a pro.  

Curriculum adjustments do not hap-

pen overnight.  With planning and 

collaboration, Programs of Study can 

become a reality for your organization. 
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Dr. Joyce Brown 

CPS - Counselor Consultant 
Kathy Nicholson-Tosh                  
U of I Consultant for DCEO Health-
Science Pilot Project 

                                             Program 

7:30 - 8:20 AM   H OT BREAKFAST & REGISTRATION 

8:20 - 8:30 AM  WELCOME              DR. VERNON CRAWLEY, PRESIDENT, MORAINE VALLEY COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

8:30 - 9:30 AM  KEYNOTE SPEAKER                                            K IM GREEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

                                                  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION OF STATE DIRECTORS OF CAREER AND  TECHNICAL EDUCATION  

 

9:30 - 9:45 AM   PRESENTATION              MARK WILLIAMS, DIRECTOR CTE, ISBE & ROB KERR, DIRECTOR CTE, ICCB 

                                                  PROGRAMS OF STUDY FRAMEWORK 

 

9:45 - 10:05 AM  PRESENTATION                                                   DR. DEBRA BRAGG, DIRECTOR 

                                                                               OFFICE OF COMMUNITY  COLLEGE RESEARCH AND  LEADERSHIP  

                                                                                        SIX  GUIDING  PRINCIPLES OF PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

 

10:25 - 11:10 AM BREAKOUT SESSIONS I      CONNECTIONS TO PROGRAMS OF STUDY:  SYSTEMS/STUDENTS/C ONTENT  

 

11:20 - 12:05 PM  BREAKOUT SESSIONS II   CONNECTIONS TO PROGRAMS OF STUDY:  SYSTEMS/STUDENTS/C ONTENT  

                                                                  LABOR MARKET NEEDS & PROGRAMS OF STUDY BUSINESS & INDUSTRY PANEL 

 

12:20 -1:20 PM  BOXED  LUNCH                                                              DR. ROBERT SHEETS 

                                                POLICY ADVISOR TO ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND  ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY  

 

1:40 - 3:00 PM WORKING  GROUPS                 CONNECTIONS TO PROGRAMS OF STUDY:  SYSTEMS/STUDENTS/C ONTENT 

Connecting Systems 

Brenda Reynolds,  
Asst. Superintendent, District 230 

Dr. James Gay 
Superintendent, District 230 

Connecting Students Connecting Content 
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(Morning Breakout Sessions cont.) Labor Market/Business & Industry  Panel 11:20 - 12:05 

February 18, 2010 

Mary Pat Olson 

Metro Chicago 

Healthcare Council 

Bruce Braker 

Tooling & Manufacturing 
Association. 

Ann Reed 

Sr. Director, iBIO  

Institute 

Gretchen Koch 

Director, Comp TIA and  

Federal Career Cluster 
Liaison for IT 

Morning Breakout Sessions II  11:20 - 12:05 

 

U-Select is a nationwide on line  

network that includes Illinois 

colleges and universities.  Take 

the mystery out of the process 

of transferring credits from one 

post-secondary institution to 

another.  Multiple entrance and 

exit points will be easier to 

navigate when U-Select is part 

of your professional toolkit! 

The world is changing, with new 

demands for the workforce of the 

21st century. Todayôs new econ-

omy jobs demand that workers be 

technologically proficient, have 

communication and critical think-

ing skills and, most importantly, 

have access to training and creden-

tialing to upgrade their skills over a 

lifetime of work.  Postsecondary 

connections make that possible. 

 

ISAC has obtained federal 

grant funds to underwrite 

ñWhatôs Next, Illinois?ò.  This 

on-line career assessment sys-

tem is available to everyone in 

Illinois.  How can your school 

make use of the information 

available on student career 

interests through this free on- 

line program?  Come find out! 

Dr. Kenneth Ender 

President, Harper College 
Rita Pearson 

Transfer Coordinator, Eastern 
Illinois University 

Lori Wood and  

Barbara McDaniel 

Xap - òWhatõs Next Illinoisó 

Programs of Study build on the 16 Career Clustersô Knowledge & Skills sets.  Implementing a career cluster model 

involves partnerships.  Authentic collaborative partnerships include active involvement of business & industry and 

labor organizations with education.  Relevant labor market data inform program development and implementation. 

Connecting Systems Connecting Content Connecting Students 

100 % FUNDED BY FEDERAL RCG GRANT DOLLARS THROUGH  

THE ILLINOIS COMMUNITY  COLLEGE BOARD 

Michael A. Johl 

Chair, Transportation, 

Distribution and Logistics 

(TDL) Task Force  

 
The TDL Task Force held 

hearings and gathered 

testimony and public 

comment across Illinois, 
producing comprehensive 

recommendations to 

emphasize the importance 
of the transportation 

sector to help Illinois 

maintain its leadership 
role in the success of 

global transportation.  

 

 

 

 

The healthcare in-

dustry is one of the 

strongest growth 

areas in our econ-

omy, with short-

ages in many cate-

gories.  Workforce 

development is a 

priority in this 

field. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gretchen Koch will 

discuss how IT indus-

try leaders are engaged 

today in IT workforce 

development, and how 

educators and industry 

can work together to 

increase that engage-

ment. 

 

 

 
 

Ann Reed will intro-

duce one industry-led 

education and career 

exploration initiative, 

iBIO Instituteôs SCI: 

Science Career Investi-

gation program and its 

potential impact on 

programs of study and 

career clusters. 

 

 

 
Blended learning is a 

combination of hands-on, 
mentoring, and internet 

based training to replace 

traditional classroom 
lectures.  Creative ways to 

use on-line learning with 

hands-on learning  prepare  
students for careers in 

manufacturing based on 

nationally recognized 
standards including NIMS 

and MSFC  
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